









                     

Godly Friendships

My dad has a wonderful skill.  He has an amazing ability to make friends with anyone.  He has a quality in him to talk to anyone and make quick friends everywhere he goes.  People often say of him that he has never met a stranger.  There have been many times growing up when I've found myself waiting, as he would take the time to talk to complete strangers, and share details of our lives with them.  At gas stations, restaurants and any other awkward place, he would meet people and make friends with them.

I would admire his skill at small talk and wish that I had inherited it, because I am a little different.  It takes a lot longer for me to make friends.  I love being around people, but I've never been good at making new friends.  At the same time, once I become your friend it is a relationship that I take very dearly and it lasts forever.  However, we make friendships with people, whether it is slow like myself, or fast like my dad.  The people you have allowed in your life as friends is one of the most important decisions that you can make.  All of us have different views of friendships, and as I get older, my view of who I allow to be close to me has changed.  When we are young most of our relationships are immature and based on things such as similar tastes and likes.  We would find our friends by who would like to do the same things as we did.  As we mature, we look for more quality reasons to choose who we have in our lives.

The world has its way of developing friendship, but God has His way for us to make friends in our life.   The worldly way of making friends is by accident; you stumble upon the people who you allow into your life, but God's plan for friends is based on choosing the ones who you let close, and even sometimes moving on from others.  I remember when I started to seek God at eighteen years old, when the Lord asked me to walk away from my worldly friendships.  These were a few people who I really enjoyed being around, and who accepted me as their good friend. We did many things together, and I appreciated my relationship with them, but as I started to pursue my relationship with God I started to desire to be like the person I was in church, instead of the person I was with my friends.  

I had to choose, and I chose the Lord. It was hard because these friends of mine were good people, and were good to me, but God knew that I needed to separate from them to continue growing in Him.  When the Apostle Paul is talking about being unequally yoked with an unbeliever, he says in 2 Corinthians 6:17-18, “Therefore come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you. I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.”  

The worlds way of relationships is one of discovery, where you walk through life and discover who loves you, and who has the same likes and desires.  The worlds view is to surround yourself with people that are comfortable, and accepting of our lifestyle.  There is an old saying, “birds of a feather flock together”, which simply means that people who are similar stick together just as birds of the same species flock together.  God's plan of relationships is different. It is one of purpose, and it has direction. God's saying is, “As iron sharpens iron, So a man sharpens the countenance of his friend”, Psalm 27:17.  God desires for us to have rich and deep friendships that strengthen us and challenge us into the deeper things of God. 

It is important for us to listen to the voice of God about who we have as friends.  He will always choose the right people to be in your life, and ask you to step away from the wrong people.  Almost every person in my past that I had to step away from were wonderful people, with good hearts, but they were not willing to press into God the way I was.  It was a loss of my heart, however, God has replaced them with stronger people who sharpen me, and whom I sharpen.  

If you visit any prison and talk to the prisoners, you will discover that most of them are in jail because of the friends that they had in their life.  Proverbs 22:24-25, “Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared.” When I was a youth pastor, I could tell an instant change in young people by who they chose as their friends.  I remember one young man who loved God, but got into a relationship with a young lady who didn't have the same convictions, and soon he was the one who changed.  I saw one young man who made a new friend from his school, and after one weekend, was hooked on drugs, and I could actually see the change in his eyes.  Whether we see it or not, the people we allow into our life will effect us.  The best or worst decision that we make in our life is who we choose as our friends. 

I watched the interview of some professional football players.  It was three different men who grew up in the same neighborhood, and all three made it to the highest level of their sport.  The interviewer wondered out loud about the odds that all three had special talents, and they lived right next to each other growing up, but the men gave credit to their friendship as the reason they all made it.  They said that it was because they had been friends, and continually pushed each other to try harder, and to achieve more. It was their friendship that raised the standards for each of them, and because of that they all grew stronger together.  

Something similar happened from the book of  Luke in verses 5:8-10, “When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" For he and all his companions were astonished at the catch of fish they had taken and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”  Here we can see that Peter, James and John were partners, and Jesus picked them to be of his twelve disciples, and Peter’s brother Andrew also was chosen.  That means that four out of the twelve disciples were friends and brothers, and out of all of the people, Jesus chose them. They had something in their hearts that helped each other pursue God, and that is why they were chosen.
Some people feel they do not need any friendships to find God, and they are withdrawn.  It may be because of hurt, or mistakes of the past, but God's heart is to heal us of those wounds so that we can walk together as a family, and not alone.  I've seen countless people’s lives changed by choosing the right kind of relationships.  When they choose to be around people with strong convictions to serve God, and to seek God, I've watched people transform quickly.  Don't choose friendships by who makes you comfortable, but allow God to help choose people that will challenge you to press into God, and into holiness.  Elijah had Elisha, David had Jonathan, Ruth had Naomi, Barnabas had Paul, Timothy had Lois and Eunice and the list can go on and on.  God desires to send true friends to walk with you, and to sharpen you.  He is faithful.
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